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At  the  close  of  the  second  year  since  the  organization  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Matthias,  the  Vestry  present  to  the  Congregation 
a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Church,  as  conducted  during 
the  past  year.  It  ^vill  be  seen,  by  the  Report  of  the  Account¬ 
ing  Warden  annexed  hereto,  that  our  Church  has  been  able  to 
fulfil  all  her  financial  obligations.  The  Rector’s  salaiy  has  always 
been  paid  monthly  in  advance,  and  other  liabilities  promptly 
met  as  they  became  due,  so  that  at  the  present  time  the  Parrish 
is  entirely  free  from  debt. 

]\Iuch  has  however  occurred  within  the  year,  which  the  Vestry, 
in  common  with  the  other  members  of  the  Congregation,  deeply 
regret — many  bright  anticipations  have  failed  to  be  realized  ; — 
the  Congregation,  which  so  suddenly  swelled  into  large  numbers, 
is  divided  or  dispersed  : — It  remains  only  for  us  to  give  a  short 
history  of  the  past,  so  that  some  of  the  dangers  which  we  have 
encountered,  or  the  errors  into  which  w’e  may  have  fallen,  can  in 
future  be  avoided. 

By  reference  to  the  Report  for  the  last  year,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Vestry  announced  to  the  Congregation,  that  the  Pulpit 
of  this  Church  would  shortly  be  filled  by  a  clergyman,  who 
they  deemed  in  every  way  worthy  of  their  choice.  Having 
heard  favorable  accounts  of  the  Rev.  Richard  A.  Carden, 
then  of  Quebec,  L.  C.,  an  invitation  was  sent  him  to  visit  us, 
which  he  accepted,  and  arrived  in  this  city  about  the  middle  of 
January,  1858.  He  performed  religious  services  in  our  Chapel, 
as  also  in  several  Churches  in  the  city — was  introduced  to  a 
large  number  of  our  people,  and  was  received  by  all  with  the 
kindest  welcome.  This  visit  resulted  in  a  unanimous  call  ex¬ 
tended  him,  to  become  the  Rector  of  the  Church  of  St.  Matthias, 
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at  a  salary  of  $1000  per  annum,  with  the  rent  of  such  dwelling 
house  as  he  might  select,  to  be  paid  by  the  Vestry.  This  call 
he  immediately  accepted,  with  the  repeated  statement  that  he 
considered  it  ‘‘providential.”  Having  selected  for  his  residence 
the  house  No.  2309  Green  street,  he  shortly  afterwards  left  the 
city,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  his  family  hither. 

During  his  absence,  some  members  of  the  Congregation,  de¬ 
sirous  of  proving  to  him  the  favorable  impression  he  had  made, 
and  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  all,  commenced  a  sub¬ 
scription  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  his  house,  and  although 
the  Congregation  were  then  few  in  numbers,  yet  was  the  desire 
so  great  to  make  the  new  Rector  and  his  family  comfortable, 
upon  their  arrival  among  us,  that  they  were  enabled  to  furnish 
the  house  in  a  plain,  but  neat  and  substantial  manner  through¬ 
out.  For  this  mark  of  kindness,  altogether  unexpected,  Mr.  Car¬ 
den  repeatedly  expressed  his  gratitude. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Carden,  it  w^as  found  that  his 
performance  of  religious  services  were  acceptable  to  many,  and 
the  Congregation  increased  so  rapidly,  that  the  capacity  of 
our  Chapel  was  not  sufficient.  Many  plans  were  suggested  for 
larger  accommodations,  and  finally,  at  the  earnest  desire  of  Mr. 
Carden,  the  Lecture  Room  of  the  Spring  Garden  Institute  was 
engaged  for  two  years,  on  Sundays,  at  an  annual  rent  of  five 
hundred  dollars ;  and  here,  although  the  number  of  seats  rented 
was  not  greatly  increased,  yet  the  number  of  persons  who  con¬ 
gregated  there  to  attend  the  services,  often  filled  the  Hall  to  its 
utmost  capacity.  So  far  the  Rector  and  the  Vestry  had  proceed¬ 
ed  with  the  greatest  harmony, — but  soon,  it  began  to  be  appa¬ 
rent  that  the  former  was  somewhat  dissatisfied,  and  appeals  to 
members  of  the  Vestry  to  commence  the  erection  of  the  Church 
were  frequent,  coupled  with  statements  that  he  would  “  not 
forever  preach  in  a  Hall,”  and  deeming  his  salary  to  be  insuffi¬ 
cient — he  wanted  a  large  increase  for  the  succeeding  year. 
Much  dissatisfacticHi  also  prevailed  throughout  the  Congregation 
in  consequence  of  the  Rector  absenting  himself  so  frequently  from 
his  own  pulpit,  and  his  neglect  of  parochial  visitations.  On  the 
16th  of  last  July,  he  stated  to  several  members  of  the  Vestry, 
that  he  had  a  call  to  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  at  a  salary  of 
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$3,000  per  annum,  with  an  advance  of  $1,000  for  present  use, 
which  he  would  accept,  unless  the  Vestry  acceded  to  his  de¬ 
mands.  The  statement  as  to  the  call  to  the  Church  of  the  Cov¬ 
enant,  he  also  made  about  the  same  time  to  a  clerg^yman  of 
high  standing  in  this  city,  (saying  he  had  then  the  call  in  his 
pocket,)  whom  he  consulted  as  to  his  duty  to  decline  or  accept  it. 

About  this  time,  also,  although  the  Vestry  had  been  led  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  Mr.  Carden  had  left  his  former  residence  clear  of  all 
pecuniar}'  obligations — and  we  knew  that  he  had  incurred  no  tra¬ 
velling  or  other  expenses  during  his  visit  to  us — he  intimated  to 
some  of  our  members  that  there  were  claims  upon  him  in  Que¬ 
bec,  about  which  he  was  very  anxious,  and  that  it  would  require 
for  his  relief  the  sum  of  SSOO,  which  he  wished  to  have  ad¬ 
vanced  to  him  on  his  salary  for  the  following  year : — but  it  being 
manifest,  that  if  this  was  done,  he  could  not  live  on  the  balance 
of  his  salary  during  the  remainder  of  that  time,  it  was  stated  to 
him  that  if  he  would  discard  all  intention  or  idea  of  accepting 
any  call  to  any  other  Church,  this  sum  might  be  raised  by  sub¬ 
scription  for  him.  He  gladly  accepted  the  suggestion,  and  said 
that  if  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  was  then  speaking  (Mr.  Hag- 
ner)  would  endeavor  to  get  vp  such  a  subscription^  he  would 
refuse  all  calls  to  any  other  Churches,  and  remain  at  his  present 
post.  This  conversation  occurred  on  Sunday  evening,  July 
18th,  previous  to  the  service,  and  during  the  same  evening  he 
voluntarily  stated  to  the  Congregation,  in  substance:  That  it 
was  currently  reported  that  overtures  had  been  made  to  him  to 
leave  the  Parish  of  St.  Matthias,  and  he  wished  to  say  before 
dismissing  the  Congregation,  that  he  had  come  to  this  field 
of  labor  from  a  conviction  that  it  was  a  path  marked  out  by 
Divine  Providence,  and  as  long  as  he  met  with  that  sympa¬ 
thy  and  support  from  his  Vestry  and  people,  which  he  thought 
he  was  entitled  to,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  and  privilege  to  re¬ 
main  and  labor  at  his  present  post. 

This  gentleman  (Mr.  Hagner)  belieHng  the  matter  settled, 
went  to  work  to  obtain  the  subscriptions^  using  as  an  argument 
that  Mr.  Carden  had  declined  a  call  to  the  Church  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant,  at  a  much  larger  salary,  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  suffer 
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pecuniarily  from  his  determination  to  remain  with  us.  “  I  was, 
however,”  says  Mr.  Hagner,  in  his  letter  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Vestry,  mentioned  hereafter,  ‘‘utterly  astonished  in  the  midst 
of  my  exertions,  at  receiving  from  him  a  note,  dated  Cape  May, 
July  19th,  the  very  day  after  having  made  the  statement  to  the 
Congregation  referred  to,  by  which  it  appeared  he  still  held  the 
idea  of  accepting  another  call,  considered  it  an  open  question, 
and  threatened,  if  his  wishes  were  not  complied  with,  he  would 
feel  bound  to  make  some  other  arrangements.  This  threw  me 
into  an  awkward  and  unpleasant  position,  and  deprived  me  of 
the  argument  I  was  using  to  obtain  subscriptions  for  him.  Mr. 
Carden  having,  through  you,  removed  the  seal  of  confidence 
from  this  letter  and  my  answer,  and  they  both  being  in  your 
possession,  of  course  I  am  at  liberty  to  refer  to  them.  Alter 
receiving  the  letter  referred  to,  I  was  in  doubt  whether  1  ought 
to  proceed  any  further  in  the  matter,  but  came  to  the  conclusion, 
that  if  we  furnished  him  with  the  money  he  desired,  a  feeling  of 
gratitude,  if  nothing  else,  would  settle  him  down.  From  dissa¬ 
tisfaction  with  his  course,  many  refused  to  contribute  to  the 
purse.  There  was,  however,  presented  to  him  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  I  loaned  him  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars;” — thus 
paying  him  the  price  in  money,  which  he  demanded  for  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  his  original  contract  with  Vestry,  and  the  fulfilment 
of  his  unconditional  and  voluntary  assurance  made  to  the  Con¬ 
gregation. 

The  letter  referred  to  above  from  Mr.  Carden  to  Mr.  Hagner, 
is  as  follows : — 

“  Cape  May,  July  VdlTi,  1858. 

“  My  dear  sir  and  Brother, — 

“This  morning,  before  I  left  Philadelphia,  I  received  a  call  from 
the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  and  after  vs'hat  I  said  to  my  people  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  accept  it.  Their  call  will  remain 
open  till  the  first  of  September,  and  as  you  told  me  that  you  believed  my 
Vestry  would  meet  my  wishes  before  the  first  of  August,  I  therefore  at  once 
write  to  say,  that  upon  the  action  of  my  Vestry  must  now  depend  my 
future  action.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  leave  my  people,  and  have  no  de¬ 
sire  to  do  so,  but  I  expect  that  you  will  see  that  what  I  mentioned  to  you  is 


accomplished  by  the  first  of  August.  If  such  cannot  be  done,  I  will  feel 
bound  to  make  some  other  arrangements.  I  write  this  letter  in  confidence 
to  you,  and  wish  you  to  consider  it  strictly  private;  but  I  wish  you  to  un¬ 
derstand  distinctly,  that  if  what  I  asked  is  not  done,  I  must  accept  some 
other  call,  and  I  know  the  Church  of  the  Covenant  will  give  me  till  Sep¬ 
tember,  to  consider  their  ofier.  I  will  not  leave  my  people  if  they  do 
what  I  think  they  can,  but  if  they  do  nut,  you  must  not  blame  me. 

“  Ever  truly, 

“  Your  friend  and  pastor, 

“  R.  A.  CARDEN.” 

Serious  doubts  having  arisen  in  the  minds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Vestry  as  to  the  fact  of  Mr.  Carden  having 
received  a  call  to  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  and  it  being  so 
expressed  to  him,  a  letter  was  addressed  on  the  21st  of  October 
last,  by  the  Rector,  to  the  Vestry,  and  delivered  in  person,  at  a 
special  meeting,  in  which  he  charged  some  members  of  the 
Vestry  with  unkind  and  ungentlemanly  treatment  towards  him¬ 
self,  but  without  mentioning  any  names  or  particulars.  At 
the  request  of  the  Rector,  a  committee  of  investigation  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  who  waited  upon  him,  and  to  whom  he  stated  that  the 
whole  substance  of  the  charges  had  reference  to  the  expression 
of  opinion  by  one  member  of  the  Vestry,  that  he  (the  Rector) 
had  never  received  any  call  to  the  Church  of  the  Covenant. — 
Mr.  Carden  stated  to  the  Committee, — I  had  a  legal  and  distinct 
call  to  the  Church  of  the  Covenant.  Mr.  Rhoads  called  at  my 
house  on  the  day  I  went  to  Cape  May,  and  produced  a  paper, 
saying,  ‘  I  have  brought  you  a  call  to  the  Church  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant;’  but  I  stated,  that  I  would  not  receive  it,  as  you  have  come 
too  late, — had  you  come  on  Friday,  I  might  have  considered  your 
call.  Mr.  Rhoads  then  put  the  paper  in  his  pocket,  and,  after 
some  further  conversation  about  another  person  for  the  Church 
of  the  Covenant,  left,  with  the  paper.”  Admitting,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  that  Mr.  Carden  stated  correctly  what  occurred  at  this  in¬ 
terview  with  Mr.  Rhoads,  it  only  proves  that  the  latter  came  to 
the  former  with  a  paper,  which  the  Rector  having  refused  to  re¬ 
ceive,  and  never  read,  will  hardly  amount  to  the  delivery  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  reception  on  the  other,  of  a  call  to  any  Church, — 
much  less  ^^’ill  it  justify  the  Rector  in  saying,three  days  previ- 
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ously,  that  he  was  then  in  possession  of  such  a  call,  which  he 
would  accept,  unless  his  salary  was  increased  by  the  Church  of 
St.  Matthias.  The  words  above  quoted,  having  been  furnished 
by  the  Committee  to  Mr.  Rhoads,  with  a  request  that  he  would 
state  whether  they  agreed  with  his  recollection  of  the  interview 
alluded  to,  he  answered  as  follows: — 

“  Philadelphia,  Oct.  2^th,  1858. 

“  Mr.  Isaac  C.  Price, — 

“  My  dear  sir,: — In  answer  to  yours  of  this  inst.,  I  have  to  say, 
that  I  did  not  use  the  language  quoted  in  the  same ;  nor_^did  I  produce 
any  call,  nor  tender  one  to  Mr.  Carden. 

“  My  first  words  were  :  ‘  Mr.  Carden,  I  understand  that  you  stated  to 
your  Congregation  last  night,  that  you  had  determined  to  remain  with 
them,  and  to  refuse  any  calls  to  other  Churches.^  He  replied  that  he  had 
made  such  a  statement.  The  rest  of  our  conversation  is  as  I  have  related 
it  to  Mr.  Hagner, — except  that  I  remember  his  referring  to  our  want  of  a 
Rector,  the  disadvantages  of  not  having  a  Church  building,  and  how 
much  better  it  would  have  been  to  have  called  a  Rector  soon  after  Mr. 
Tyng^s  death,  when  there  was  so  much  public  sympathy. 

“  I  think,  if  Mr.  Carden  would  be  reminded  of  this  opening  of  our  con¬ 
versation,  (which  was  very  brief, )  he  will  see  how  very  unlikely  it  is,  that 
I  shonld  offer  him  a  call,  after  hearing  him  so  decidedly  confirm  a  state¬ 
ment  of  that  kind. 

“He  was  very  much  hurried,  and  seemed  scarcely  to  listen  to  what  I  said; 
replying  quickly  to  my  inquiry,  almost  before  I  had  finished  it.  This  cir¬ 
cumstance,  together  with  the  fact  that  he  had  been  led  to  believe  from  other 
sources  (as  I  have  since  heard)  that  a  Committee  would  soon  tender  him 
a  call,  might  have  caused  him  to  misconstrue  the  object  of  my  visit,  and 
to  frame  his  impressions  of  it,  at  this  day,  in  the  words  you  handed  me. 

“  Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  P.  RHOADS.^' 

Go]py  of  the  letter  to  Mr,  Hagner ^  referred  to  in  the  ahore, 

“  Phila.,  Oct.  25,  1858. 

“  Mr.  Chas.  V.  Hagner, — Hear  sir, — 

“  Yours  of  the  21st  inst.,  requesting  an  account  of  my  visit  to  Mr. 
Carden,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  July,  is  at  hand,  and  I  reply  as 
follows : — 

“A  few  days  previous  to  that  date,  the  Vestry  of  the  Church  of  the 
Covenant  (for  the  first  time)  considered  the  subject  of  calling  Mr.  Carden, 
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and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  tender  him  a  call, — it  being  under¬ 
stood  that  his  relations  to  the  Church  of  St.  Matthias  were  not  of  a  bind¬ 
ing  or  obligatory  nature. 

“Before  waiting  upon  him,  the  Committee  heard  it  reported  that  Mr. 
Carden  had  stated  to  his  Congregation  the  previous  day,  his  determina¬ 
tion  to  remain  with  them,  and  to  refuse  calls  to  other  Churches.  Consi¬ 
dering  that  this  statement,  if  true,  would  render  any  further  proceeding 
unnecessary,  they  concluded  not  to  see  him  about  the  matter.  But  as  it 
was  a  mere  report,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  learning  from  some  au¬ 
thentic  source  whether  it  was  true, 

“  For  this  purpose,  I  called  at  his  house,  and  told  him  I  had  un¬ 
derstood  he  had  made  such  a  statement,  and  desired  to  know  if  it  [were] 
true.  He  said  it  was.  I  replied,  that  our  Vestry  had  taken  some  steps 
in  the  matter  of  calling  him  ;  but,  in  view  of  this  declaration,  they  could 
take  no  further  measures.  He  replied,  that  it  was  all  fixed  with  him 
now,  and  he  would  remain  where  he  was, — adding,  that  he  had  received 
more  of  a  call  from  the  Church  of  the  Epiphany  than  he  had  from  the 
Church  of  the  Covenant. 

“  There  had  no  other  person  been  in  the  room  up  to  this  time.  Some 
ladies  coming  into  the  room,  Mr.  Carden  and  I  immediately  passed  out, 
and  he  took  me  into  a  back  room,  where  we  talked  for  a  few  minutes 
about  a  clergyman  in  Canada.  Ko  further  allusion  (so  far  as  I  can  re¬ 
member)  was  made  to  the  call,  than  what  I  have  stated  above.  I  was 
there  but  a  very  short  time,  as  he  was  just  on  the  point  of  starting  for  the 
Capes,  and  had  but  a  few  minutes  to  spare. 

“Very  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  P.  RHOADS.’^ 

From  the  mass  of  letters  and  documents  presented  by  the 
Committee,  the  Vestry  would  select  but  one  more  letter,  written 
by  Mr.  Carden,  having  a  direct  bearing  on  what  occurred  at 
this  interview; — and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  the  Vestry 
of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant. 

Copy  of  Letter — Mr.  Garden  to  Mr.  Rhoads. 

“  Private  and  Ccnjidential.” 

“  Cape  May,  July  1858. 

“  My  very  dear  sir,— 

“  I  write  to  ask  you  if  your  Vestry  will  give  me  till  i\\Q  end  of  August 
to  consider  their  call.  I  have  had  my  mind  much  troubled  to-day  about 
your  Church,  and  I  fear  I  answered  you  to-day  too  hastily.  If  that  time 
can  be  (without  inconvenience  to  the  Vestry)  granted  to  me,  I  will  then 
speak  DECIDEDLY.  I  feel  very,  very  deeply  interested  in  your  Church,  and 
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more  so,  from  what  I  was  told  to-day  by  a  lady.  Write  to  me  imme¬ 
diately.  I  am  stopping  at  the  Ocean  House. — But  please  consider  this 
letter  a  private  one. 

“  I  am  your  friend  and  brother  in  Xt, 

R.  A.  CARDEN. 

-  Rhoads,  Esq.” 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant, 
held  July  16th,  1858,  the  following  was  adopted: 

‘‘  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the 
Rev.  R.  A.  Carden,  and  tender  him  the  unanimous  election  of 
Rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  at  a  salary  of  J2.000 
per  annum.”  Messers.  J.  P.  Rhoads,  Samuel  Simes  and  Robert 
Reed,  were  appointed  on  the  Committee. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant : 

'‘‘Sept.  Sthj  1858. 

“  Committee  to  wait  upon  Rev.  Mr.  Carden  reported,  in 
writing,  as  follows. 

“  The  Committee  appointed  to  convey  to  the  Rev.  R.  A.  Carden, 
the  resolution  of  the  Vestry,  tendering  him  a  unanimous  call  to 
the  Rectorship  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  report  as  follows  : 

“Two  members  of  the  Committee  proceeded  without  delay 
to  perform  the  duty  assigned  them,  but  upon  calling  upon  the 
other  member,  he  requested  a  postponement  of  further  action 
until  the  following  Monday.  Although  the  majority  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  felt  the  necessity  of  prompt  action  in  the  matter,  yet  they 
did  not  feel  justified  in  opposing  the  wishes  of  our  respected 
Warden,  especially  as  the  call  was  to  be  a  unanimous  one. 
They,  therefore,  agreed  to  the  postponement,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time  communicated  the  action  of  the  Vestry  to  other  absent 
members,  who  expressed  their  approval  of  it. 

“Upon  Monday  morning,  two  of  the  Committee  being  on 
their  way  to  Mr.  Carden’s  residence,  (the  other  member  being 
prevented  by  sickness  from  accompanying  them),  learned  that 
Mr.  Carden  had  publicly  declared  to  his  congregation,  on  the 
previous  evening,  that  he  had  that  day  resolved  to  remain  per¬ 
manently  with  them.  After  confirming  the  correctness  of  said 
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information,  the  Committee  did  not  deem  it  expedient  or  proper 
to  proceed  further. 

‘‘[Signed,]  “  SAML.  SIMES,  ) 

“  J.  P.  RHOADS,  \ 

“The  above  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Committee  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.” 

From  the  two  letters,  written  by  Mr.  Carden,  July  19,  1858, 
to  Mr.  Hagner  and  to  Mr.  Rhoads,  Mr.  Carden  removed  all 
obligations  as  to  secresy,  and  desired  the  same  should  be  re¬ 
ported  by  the  Committee  of  investigation  to  the  Vestry.  These 
letters,  written  scarcely  twent>'-four  hours  after  his  declaration 
to  the  Cono;reCTation,  “  that  he  had  come  to  this  field  of  labor 
from  the  conviction  that  it  was  a  path  marked  out  by  Divine 
Providence,  and  as  long  as  he  met  with  that  sympathy  and  sup¬ 
port  from  his  Vestry  and  people,  which  he  thought  he  was 
entitled  to,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  and  privilege  to  remain  and 
labor  at  his  present  post,”  are  certainly  remarkable  documents, 
and  require  no  further  comment. 

The  Committee  of  investigation,  reported  to  the  Vestr}*,  that 
they  had  “  endeavored  in  vain  to  convince  the  Rector  that  there 
might  be  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  between  himself  and 
Mr.  Hagner,  as  to  the  legality  of  the  call  to  the  Church  of  the 
Covenant,  and  expressed  their  own  conviction,  that  when  the 
Rector  so  stated,  he  believed  he  had  a  legal  and  distinct  call, 
yet  some  requisites  or  formalities  might  have  been  omitted,  which 
would  justify  Mr.  Hagner,  as  well  as  several  members  of  the 
Vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  who  agreed  with  him,  in 
holding  a  different  opinion; — the  Rector  positively  refused  to 
admit  any  such  interpretation,  and  insisted,  that  he  had  such  a 
legal  and  distinct  call  to  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  as  would 
have  enabled  him,  had  he  chosen  so  to  do,  to  become  the  Rector 
of  that  Church,  without  any  further  action  whatever  on  the 
part  of  the  Vestry.” 

“Your  Committee  feeling  deeply  the  responsibility  of  their 
position,  and  ever  anxious  to  reconcile  differences,  even  to  the 
point  of  being  accused,  by  the  Rector,  of  acting  unfairly  in  their 
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endeavors  to  ascertain  some  method  by  which  the  statements 
might  more  nearly  agree,  yet,  being  unable  to  do  so,  are  con- 
'  vinced  that  their  duty  will  be  best  performed  by  complying  with 
the  request  of  the  Rector,  and  reporting  to  the  Vestry  all  the 
evidence  in  their  possession  relating  to  this  matter. 

Your  Committee  report  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  of  any  call  given 
by  the  Church  of  the  Covenant  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carden,  and  the 
same  being  denied  by  the  gentleman  who  is  claimed  to  have 
given  such  call,  as  well  as  by  other  members  of  the  Vestry  of 
that  Church,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Vestry  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carden 
has  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  Mr.  C.  V.  Hagner  for 
stating  his  conviction,  that  no  such  call  was  ever  given.” 

The  whole  matter  having  been  fully  discussed  in  the  Vestry, 
Mr.  Carden  being  present  and  participating,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  upon  the  resolution,  which  was  adopted  unanimously, 
with  the  exception  of  Messrs.  Carden  and  Hagner,  who  de¬ 
clined  voting,  and  the  Committee  were  discharged. 

Mr.  Carden  then  asked,  the  several  members  of  the  Vestry, 
whether  they  believed  him  to  have  stated  what  he  knew’  to  be 
false,  when  he  said  he  had  received  a  call  to  the  Church  of  the 
Covenant,  wTen  most  of  the  members  replied  in  substance — 
that  they  did  not  believe  that  he  had — (but  that  he  had  grounds 
for  believing  and  saying  that  he  might  have  had  a  call,  had  he 
chosen  to  have  received  it).  Mr.  Carden  then  said,  that  if  such 
was  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  present,  and  they  did  not 
accuse  him  of  wilful  falsehood,  he  had  no  further  cause  of  com¬ 
plaint,  and  he  w^ould  ask  the  Vestry  to  re-consider  their  vote  on 
the  resolution,  in  order  to  allow  him  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw’  his 
letter  containing  the  charges  ;  wTich  being  acceded  to,  and  the 
letter  withdrawn,  the  w’hole  matter  was  supposed  to  be  ended. 
Mr.  Carden  declared  his  attachment  to  the  Church  of  St.  Matthias, 
and  his  desire  for  her  advancement,  to  which  he  promised  to 
devote  all  his  future  energies — which  being  responded  to  by 
the  Vestry — the  meeting  was  concluded  in  a  friendly  spirit,  all 
being  disposed  to  forget,  as  far  as  possible,  what  had  passed. 
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The  Rector  did  not  attend  any  meetings  of  the  Vestry’  held 
afterwards,  nor  were  they  aware  of  any  other  cause  of  complaint 
on  either  side,  until  the  following  letter  was  received  at  a  meet¬ 
ing,  held  December  7,  1858. 


“  Philada.,  Dec.  Wi,  1858. 


“  Gentlemen, — 

“  As  under  existing  circumstances  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  hold 
the  Rectorship  of  the  Church  of  St.  Matthias,  I  hereby  tender  you  my 
resignation  of  the  same, — said  resignation  'to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1859.  As  by  mutual  agreement  it  was  understood  I  should  re¬ 
main  with  you  till  the  1st  of  February,  I  will,  if  you  desire  it,  occupy  the 
pulpit  till  that  time. 

I  am,  gentlemen. 

Yours  respectfully, 

R.  A.  CARDEN. 

“  To  the  Vestry  of  the  Church  of  St.  Matthias.’^ 


No  further  information  as  to  the  “  existing  circumstances  ” 
being  furnished  to  the  Vestry,  and  presuming  they  were  suffi¬ 
cient  in  the  estimation  of  the  Rector,  and  that  he  had  not  unad¬ 
visedly  taken  so  important  a  step,  the  resignation  was  promptly 
and  unanimously  accepted  ;  but,  whatever  might  have  influenced 
the  Rector  in  sending  his  resignation,  the  Vestry  will  say,  that 
his  manner  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  his  views  of  Doctrine  or 
Church  discipline;  or  any  matter  of  a  theological  or  ecclesiastical 
nature,  had  nothing,  whatever,  to  do  with  their  motives  in  ac¬ 
cepting  it.  During  the  whole  course  of  Mr.  Carden’s  ministra¬ 
tions  among  us,  no  question  or  difference,  on  any  of  these 
subjects,  has  ever  arisen  between  himself  and  the  Vestry,  or  any 
member  or  members  thereof,  or  between  the  several  members  of 
the  Vestry,  who  have  on  all  occasions,  and  in  all  matters  relating 
to  the  Rector,  acted  unanimously. 

The  Vestry  regret  that,  for  reasons  obvious  in  the  foregoing 
report,  they  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  progress  with  the 
subscriptions  for  the  Church  edifice,  during  the  past  year — they 
hope,  and  believe,  that,  during  the  present  year,  much  may  be 
done  in  this  matter.  The  removal  of  the  Hospital,  which  has 
taken  place  during  the  past  year,  will  enable  us  shortly  to  obtain 
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possession  of  the  lot  of  ground,  purchased  for  the  Church.  And 
steps  have  been  taken,  looking  to  the  erection,  at  an  early  day, 
of  a  suitable  Chapel,  in  which  to  hold  the  services  of  the  Church 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Sunday  Schools. 

On  the  election  of  the  late  Rector,  he  was  furnished  with  a 
Book,  or  Register,  for  the  Parish.  The  Vestry  regret  to  say, 
that  this  Register  has  been  strangely  neglected,  many  of  the 
Baptisms,  &c.,  not  being  recorded  therein.  As  this  neglect 
may,  hereafter,  be  attended  with  important  and  serious  conse¬ 
quences  to  the  children  baptized,  all  persons  interested  in  this 
matter,  are  requested  to  hand  to  any  of  the  Vestry  the  names, 
date  of  baptism,  sponsors,  &c.,  of  persons  baptized,  and  they 
will  be  recorded. 

The  only  entries  upon  the  Register  are  as  follows : 


BAPTISMS. 

CONFIRMATIONS. 

MARRIED. 

Philip  Gengembre. 

Rebecca  Kearney. 

Mr.  Chadborne 

Edmund  Burcliall. 

Dayid  Kearney. 

to 

Mary  Burchall. 

Sallie  Emerick. 

Miss  Bluxome, 

Geo.  Washington  Burchall. 

Mrs.  Mary  Youst. 

Lilly  Stokes. 

Lizzie  Mayland. 

Martin  Milnor  Beach. 

Lucy  E.  Wadleigh, 

Hester  Beach. 

Margaret  Clyde. 

James  Emerson  Beach. 

Jane  Fitzsimmons. 

Elizabeth  Beach. 

Miss  Wayne, 

John  Fontaine. 

Harriet  Oliver. 

Frank  Dupont  Marston. 

Anne  Cain. 

Loretta  D.  Faucett. 

Mrs.  Maria  A.  R.  Beatty. 

BURIED. 

Lydia  W.  Faucett. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Brown. 

Zebulon  Locke  Faucett. 

Enphemia  Brown. 

Lloyd  Bankson. 

Charles  H.  Clark. 

Charles  Frontield, 

Gulager. 

Mr.  Bankson. 

Mrs.  Bankson. 

Carrie  Westcott. 

Gulager. 

Mr.  Faucett, 

William  Wallace  Whitney. 

Mrs.  Faucett. 

Lizzie  Claxton  Haffelfiuger. 

Chas.  C.  Haffelfinger. 

Jane  Burchall. 

Mr.  Smith. 

Elizabeth  Burchall. 

Miss  Barton. 

Phillipe  Wm.  Gengembre. 

Miss  Harrison. 

Chas.  Augustus  Gengembre. 

Miss  Bell  Harrison. 

Wilfred  IJall. 

Mrs.  Stouffer. 

The  vacancy,  in  the  Rectorship,  the  Vestry  are  endeavoring  to 
fill,  and  hope,  before  long,  to  announce  the  acceptance  of  the 
position  by  one  apt  to  teach,  and  faithful  in  all  things  apper¬ 
taining  to  his  ministry. 

The  Vestry  have  adopted,  with  slight  modifications,  the  form 
of  Charter,  prepared  by  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  this  Diocese,  for  the  Church  of  St.  Matthias, 


15 


which  having  been  approved  by  the  Attorney  General  and  the 
Supreme  Court,  will  shortly  be  sent  to  Harrisburg  for  the  signa¬ 
ture  of  the  Governor,  and  enrollment,  as  provided  for  by  law. 
It  is  as  follows  : — 


Cljartfr  of  l|e  Cljiirtlj  of  St.  lilattijias. 


Whereas,  the  following  named  peisons,  citizens  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  ^  viz :  Lewis  R.  Ashurst,  John  W.  Claghorn,  Charles 
V.  Hagner,  Charles  E.  Clark,  Isaac  C.  Price,  Charles  C.  Haffel- 
finger,  Abra  Wadleigh,  Edward  Gulager,  Jacob  Emerick,  Samuel 
Simons,  John  Marston,  Jr.,  John  R.  Whitney  and  William 
Stevenson  Abbot,  have,  together  with  other  citizens,  associated 
for  the  purpose  of  w^orshipping  Almighty  God,  according  to  the 
faith  and  discipline  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  the 
United  States  of  America;  and  have  for  that  purpose,  formed  a 
Congregation  in  the  Fifteenth  Ward,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
and  are  now  desirous  to  be  Incorporated,  agreeably  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled  “An  Act  to  confer  on  certain  associations  of  the  citizens 
of  this  Commonwealth,  the  powers  and  immunities  of  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  bodies  politic  in  law,  and  the  supplements  thereto.” 
They,  therefore,  declare  the  following  to  be  the  objects,  articles, 
and  conditions  of  their  said  Association,  agreeably  to  which  they 
desire  to  be  Incorporated,  viz  : 

First.  The  name  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  the  “  Church 
OF  St.  Matthias.” 

Second.  This  Church  acknowledges  itself  to  be  a  member 
of,  and  to  belong  to,  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  America.  As  such  it  accedes  to,  recognises, 
and  adopts  the  Constitution,  canons,  doctrine,  discipline,  and 
worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States,  and  acknowledges  their  authority  accordingly. 

Any  member  of  this  Church,  or  corporation,  who  shall  dis¬ 
claim  or  refuse  conformity  to  the  said  authority,  shall  cease  to 
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be  a  member  of  this  Corporation,  and  shall  not  be  elected,  or 
vote  in  the  election  of  Vestrymen,  or  exercise  any  office  or 
function  in,  concerning,  or  connected  with  the  said  Church  or 
Corporation. 

Third,  The  rents  and  revenues  of  this  Corporation  shall  be, 
from  time  to  time,  applied  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of 
the  Rector,  Ministers  and  Officers  of  said  Church,  and  in  the 
erection  and  necessary  repairs  or  expenses  of  said  Church, 
Church-yard,  Parsonage  house,  and  other  houses,  which  now 
do,  or  hereafter  shall,  belong  to  the  said  Corporation,  or  in  rent¬ 
ing  or  furnishing  any  building  or  buildings  necessary  for  Church 
purposes,  and  to  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.  Provided, 
that  all  the  property  of  the  said  Corporation  shall  be  taken,  held 
and  enure,  subject  to  the  control  and  disposition  of  the  Vestry  of 
the  same;  And  Provided  that  the  clear  annual  value  or  income 
of  the  real  and  personal  estate,  held  by  the  said  Corporation, 
shall  not,  at  any  time,  exceed  Five  Thousand  Dollars. 

Fourth.  The  Rector  of  this  Church  shall  be  elected  by  the 
Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen,  in  such  manner  as  the  Statutes 
and  By-Laws  shall  ordain.  The  Vestry  of  the  said  Church  shall 
consist  of  thirteen  persons,  lay  members  of  the  said  Church,  and 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  who  shall  continue  in  office  for  one 
year,  and  until  others  be  chosen,  and  the  election  of  whom  shall 
be  made  every  year,  on  Easter  Monday,  by  a  majority  of  such 
adult  male  members  of  the  said  Church,  as  shall  appear,  by  the 
Vestry  Books,  to  have  paid,  for  one  year,  immediately  preced¬ 
ing  the  time  of  such  election,  for  a  pew  or  sitting  in  said  Church. 
Provided,  That  until  the  first  Easter  Monday  after  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  Church  edifice,  or  use  of  the  same  for  the  purpose  of 
religious  wmrship,  every  contributor  towards  the  erection  of  the 
said  Church  edifice,  or  the  support  of  the  Rector  or  Minister 
thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  every  election  of  Vestrymen, 
one  vote  for  every  one  hundred  dollars  of  such  contribution. 
Provided,  That  in  case  of  the  failure  to  elect  Vestrymen  on 
that  day,  the  Corporation  shall  not,  on  that  account,  be  dissolved ; 
but  the  election  shall  be  holden  on  some  other  day,  in  such 
manner  as  the  By-Laws  may  prescribe ;  and  any  vacancy 
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occurring  in  the  Vestry,  shall  be  supplied  by  the  remaining 
members  thereof.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Vestry,  the  Rector,  if 
present,  may  preside,  and  in  all  matters,  except  such  as  concern 
the  property  of  the  Corporation,  shall,  in  case  of  a  tie,  be  en¬ 
titled  to  give  the  casting  vote. 

Fifth.  No  person  shall  be  Rector  or  Assistant  Minister  of 
this  Church,  unless  he  shall  have  had  Episcopal  Ordination,  and 
unless  he  be  in  full  standing  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  United  States, 
and  recognised  as  such  by  the  Bishop  of  this  Diocese ;  or,  in 
the  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Episcopate,  by  the  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Diocese. 

Sixth.  The  said  Vestry  shall  have  full  power  to  choose  their 
own  officers ;  and  they  shall  annually,  at  the  first  meeting  after 
their  election,  choose  one  of  their  own  number  to  be  one  Church 
Warden,  and  the  Rector,  for  the  time  being,  shall  elect  another 
of  the  said  Vestrymen  to  be  the  other  Church  Warden  of  the 
said  Church.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Rector  at 
the  time  of  the  election,  the  other  Church  Warden  shall  also  be 
chosen  by  the  Vestry,  to  remain  until  the  election  of  a  Rector, 
or  a  new  election  of  the  Vestry ;  and,  during  such  vacancy,  all 
the  powers  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  exercised  by  the  Vestry, 
as  fully  and  entirely  as  if  no  such  vacancy  had  occurred.  Pro¬ 
vided.,  always-)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Church 
Wardens  and  Vestrymen,  to  elect  another  Rector  to  supply  the 
vacancy,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be. 

Seventh.  By-Laws,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Charter,  may 
be  made  by  the  Vestry,  for  their  own  government,  and  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  the  temporal  affairs  of  the  Church ;  and  all  pews  and 
sittings  in  the  said  Church  shall  be  held  subject  thereto. 

Eighth.  This  Charter  may  be  amended  in  the  following 
manner, — that  is  to  say : — Any  proposed  amendment  shall  be 
submitted  to  a  Stated  or  Special  Meeting  of  the  Vestry,  and,  if 
the  same  shall  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  of  the 
members  thereof,  the  same  shall  be  submitted  to  a  Meetinof  of 
the  members  of  the  Congregation,  who  are  entitled  to  vote  for 
Vestrymen,  and,  if  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  persons  present 
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at  such  meeting,  the  same  shall  be  submitted  to  the  next  Con¬ 
vention,  and  if  by  it  approved,  shall  be  and  form  part  of  the  Char¬ 
ter,  upon  the  subsequent  confirmation  thereof  by  the  Court 
which  granted  the  original  Charter,  or  other  competent  authority. 

Ninth,  In  case  of  the  dissolution  of  the  said  Corporation, 
all  the  property  of  the  same  shall  vest  in  Trustees,  in  trust  to 
hold  and  convey  the  same  to  and  for  any  future  Congregation 
or  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  which  may  be 
formed  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  to  and  for  no  other  pur¬ 
pose  ;  and  the  said  Trustees  shall  consist  of  such  persons  as  may 
be  appointed  by  the  proper  Court,  on  the  application  of  any  in¬ 
terested  party. 

Tenth.  .  The  following  named  persons  shall  be  the  Church 
Wardens  and  Vestrymen,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  election 
on  Easter  Monday  next,  and  until  others  be  chosen,  viz : — 
Charles  V.  Hagner,  Senior  Warden ;  John  R.  Whitney,  Ac¬ 
counting  Warden;  Lewis  R.  Ashurst,  John  W.  Claghorn,  Chas. 
E.  Clark,  Isaac  C.  Price,  Charles  C.  Haffelfinger,  Albra  Wad- 
leigh,  Edward  Gulager,  Jacob  Emerick,  Samuel  Simons,  John 
Marston,  Jr.,  and  William  Stephenson  Abbot. 


19 


STATEMENT 

Shcncmg  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Church  of 
St.  Matthias  for  the  year  ending  January  1858. 


RECEIPTS 


From  the  Rental  of  Seats, 

$1,018 

38 

“  Subscriptions  by  the  Congrega- 

tion  to  the  Deficiency  Fund,  . 

103 

50 

“  Subscriptions  by  the  Vestry, 

477 

00 

“  Collections,  exclusive  of  Coramu- 

nion  offerings. 

628 

88 

EXPENSES 

• 

Rent  of  Chapel  at  Nineteenth  and 

North  sts.. 

$315 

00 

‘‘  “  Spring  Garden  Institute  Lee- 

ture  Room, 

343 

33 

“  Parsonage,  2309  Green  st.. 

months,  @  $300  per 

annum,  . 

262 

50 

Salary  of  Rector  (exclusive  of  Parsonage) 

10  months,  @  $1,000  per  annum,  . 

833 

33 

Salary  of  Sexton,  .  .  .  . 

72 

00 

Rent  of  Organ,  Music  Books,  &c.. 

59 

50 

Gas,  ...... 

25 

61 

Furniture  and  Fuel,  .... 

170 

34 

Communion  Wine,  .... 

11 

75 

Sunday  School,  .... 

34 

00 

Miscellaneous  Account, 

95 

09 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  . 

5 

31 

,227  76 


20 


Some  of  the  items  in  the  above  statement  need,  perhaps, 
some  explanation.  In  regard  to  those  of  “  Subscriptions  by  the 
Congregation,”  and  “  by  the  Vestry,  to  the  Deficiency  Fund,” 
it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  before  calling  the  late  Rector,  in 
order  to  have  a  reliable  income  to  meet  the  increased  expenses 
which  would  result  from  such  a  call,  nine  of  then  existing  Ves¬ 
try  pledged  themselves  to  be  responsible  for  specified  sums, 
amounting,  in  all,  to  $900,  and  authorized  the  Accounting  War¬ 
den  to  draw  from  them  at  the  close  of  each  quarter  for  such  per 
centage  of  the  amount  as  would  cover  the  deficiency  for  that  quar¬ 
ter.  As  will  be  seen,  fifty-three  per  cent,  of  the  amount  has 
been  called  in,  and  the  Accounting  Warden  has  thus  been  en¬ 
abled  to  meet  every  obligation  of  the  Parrish,  promptly  when 
presented.  At  the  same  time  that  this- subscription  was  made 
on  the  part  of  the  Vestry,  a  more  general  and  unconditional  one 
was  opened  for  signature  by  members  of  the  Congregation  for  the 
same  purpose. 

The  item  of  Rent  of  the  Spring  Garden  Institute  Lecture 
Room,”  includes  the  charge  for  its  occupancy  on  two  occasions 
not  included  in  the  lease, — viz. :  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christ¬ 
mas.  Although  this  Room  was  rented  for  two  years  from  June 
1st,  1858,  yet  it  was  only  occupied  by  the  Vestry  until  about 
the  middle  of  January  last,  and  they  were  released  from  their 
contract  on  the  1st  of  February, — making  the  time  for  which 
they  paid  rent  only  eight  months. 

‘‘  Under  the  head  of  ‘‘  Miscellaneous  Account,”  is  included 
advertising,  carriage  hire,  traveling  expenses,  &c. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Vestry. 


/ 


